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64 PURPLE PACERGIRL FEATURESTORIES

{0f all the cars at Power Tour®, the one that had us hooked

was this budpet-built, father/daughter project. It's a Mopar- 3 8 =
styled fichbow with 4.0L Jeep power. PUWEH TUUH"L"! ‘

This time we ran from Cleveland to Little Rock on what was,

et apain, the bigpest Power T ‘ever, Here are 22 papes
104 BuDGETBODYWORK et o felicon o il el 2i e

g el 72 TURBOSLEEPER

Fart sleeper, part beater, part slide-rule creation: Its a Fontiac

BLC THEPOWERORS: | Mrirmiawiqusimsimeoss
tons held together by nothin’ but rin di its las
n?lr{:i..:-s p.a;s.rlt -.~.I;;+-z-:h;r'|1:;:l er:gir:&tn scatter at LACR. 8 0 BARN FINDS & MURE

Her 'art Two of the actio tarted last month, it's all about

long-lost hero cars and glorious survivors. Enow of one your-
self? Tell us! We're sure we'll be doing this again.

92 THE GOLDENROD

At long last, the wrapup on the restoration of the Summers Bros.
land speed race car, one of America’s most glorious hot rodding
accomplishments.

i u

This car rolled out of the 1
paint booth exactly four =
hours before Wes Allison

shot it for the cover, then 1
the magwent to pressthe 8
next day. Rob "It Only Take
An Hour” Kinnan is in the
running for the Guinness
World Record for lateness,

i

Here's the Power Tour®
lineup departing Memphis
Motorsports Park last
Jure, See more rides start- |
ing on page 34, |
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Equal Parts AMC and Jeep, This Little Pacer
Makes a Perfect Low-Buck, Dare to Be
Different Power Tour® Project.

8y Thristopher Campbel

Photography: David Freiburger, Rob Kinnan, Harrel Lamkin

her bedroom ar
the floor, Whe
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“When we cruised
through smalltowns
people would stand on
the side of the streets
andyell out Wayne's
World! It was so much
fun”—Anna Beth
Lamkin

oject and Harrel
d Anmns

Yeah, it's a Pacer, What are you going to do
about it?  Using neardy 100 percent OEM-
Chrysler and AMC parts makes the moderm six-
banger swap look factary and helped keep tt
cost of the conversion way 3
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MOPACER,,

> Even worse, there was some faidy extensive
structural rust that had Harrel and Anna Beth
wondering if they picked the right car. The
> Eighteen years of Louisiana weather aren't Mopar specialists at Delaney Auto Des
kind to unprotected steel, and the guarters sured them it was fixable.
nwend their neglect.

Is notorn-
in the sun cer-
tainky didn't help Luc
scrounging had rounded up alifheg nped-d &0
Anna Beth stripped everything out.

> The 4.0L Jeep ylinder bolts right into a
Pacer—.Jeep Cherok ader and all. Luckily
the engine was assembled and almost reac
to driop in when the I:u:lducamf- I:I-s\.

there were onky e

|PI:|u|IT in hl: 'Ehre .porr
sion shop ], Harrel had h

the sheetmetal and laid doven the 70 Mopar Flurn Crazy paint with a Humble Equipment cut an adapter plate using

Road Runner graphic. a plasma pantograph cutter. This allowed him
touse the late-model flexplate with the
notched ring for the crank-position sensor. Its
ill considered low-buck since Harrel leaned

on a friend for help.

BE MOVE HOT RODO




> Harrel holds a B.5, in electrical engineering
and has several restorations under his belt,
and it was still frustrating grafting the Chrysler
fuel injection and the Pacer's factony wiring
topather.

> This is the custom crank-position sensor
Harrel igged up to provide the ignition signal to
the Chnysler EFL.

> That's the smile of a frustrated man running
on lots of caffeine and little sleep. Hamrel spent
heurs going over his wiring looking for prob-
lerms when the engine refused to stay running,
Thankfully an unidentified ECU supplied by
Chrysler mechanic Jerry Ledford turned on the
fuel-pump circuit 2nd solved the problem.

> While Harrel handled most of the drivetrain
and wiring, Anna Beth laid insulation and
sound-deadening over every interior panel.

> Above: They could have just throem it
topether at this point, but Harrel and Anna Beth
fipured they might as well do it right the first
time and sleep later. > Below: With literally
hours before they had to leave, the nearly fin-
isheed MoPacer was finally rolled outside, Hamrel
and Anna Beth finished the details, went home,
got cleaned up, grabbed their gear, and hit the
road to make the start of Power Tour™ way up in
Cleveland, Ohio,

> Above: Ainna Beth also reinstalled all the
exterior trim. > Below: With just a couple of
days left before they had ta leave for Fower
Tour®, the Pacer was mechanically ready but
still lacked an interior,

together.

The rusted floors, quarter-panels, and
upper fender support threatened that the
Pacer might be toa far gone to fix, but onge
they had it stripped down and in the hands
of Delaney Auto Design, the body took
shape and was bathed in Plom Crazy in
short arder. When the Pacer returned home,
there were only eight weeks to assemble the
entire car before the start of Power Tour®.
Luckily, one of the things Harrel had founc
time for was building a new drivetrain to
replace the reliable but lackluster 2582
AMC six A boneyard 4.0L from a wrecked
05 Jeep Grand Cherokee received 2 crank
and rods from a 258ci Jeep engine for an
honest bolt-together 275¢ stroker, and it
wirs backed by a G 700-R4 utilizing a cus-
tom adapter plate, Daunting still was the
lack of a fuel svstem and a completely
stripped interior,

With no time to spare, Gather and daugh-

ter spent weekends and late nights thrashing
tor met everything together. Anna Beth
worked on assembly, while Harrel struggled
tor get the drivetrain installed and make old
AMUC wires communicate with new
Chrysler ones. With eight days to spare they
were finally ready to start the car, only to
have it fire briefly and die repeatedly, Jerry
Ledford, a friend who worked at a local
Chrysler dealer, informed Harrel that it
souneled like he was up against the antitheft
system in the Chrysler ECU, which cannot
be bypassed. Jerry offered an old ECL that
he had tucked aveay in his toolbox. With
nothing to lose, Harrel phugged it in, and the
engine fired and ran without a hicoup, Good
news, especially since there were now only
48 hours until they had to leave for Power
Tiur®™ and the dash, seats, exhanst, and A/C
still mecded to be installed. Can you say all-
nighter?

In a last-ditch effort, Harrel and Anna
Beth finally had everything finished on May
29 a1 about 2:00 pum. Two hours later they
were on the road headed for Power Tour®

HOVEME




with only 25 shakedown miles on the car.
S0 what was the final reward for the lack of

1d frustration? During the 2,600
miles they covered on Power Tour® the

MuoPacer didn't give then

Cled more atlent

r encountered. But perhaps the

greatest return from the whole experience,

Harrel and Anna Beth told us, is that the

build and Tour were some of the best things

ther and provdced

they've ever done
them with a litetin
You still not sure why there's a Pacer in

IOT ROD? It's just the kind of tale we love

of memories,

to hear: unique car, built in a unique style on

1 bu nd assembledinar

o0 on a lather-daughter adventure. MNow

thar's a hot rod story,
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14 single hitch, and

> Harrel and Anna Beth say they've pot about 59,000
total in the MoPacer. At 80 mph on the freeway with
the AL cranked, they averaged 24 mpg on the 07
Poerer Tour®,

“Pacers were never strange cars to me; they were
always around while [was growing up.” —Anna
Beth Lamkin

> Pretty much everything is original save the radio, steering wheel, and shifter knob, but Harrel
and Anna Beth went for a more striking color combo than any stock Pacer X was offered with.
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Quick Inspection: 76 AMC PacerX

Anna Beth Lamkin ® Ruston, LA

POWERTRAIN

Engine: The unigue hibrid AMC
engine bepgan as a 4.0L H.O. out of
a '35 Grand Cherokes. Internally
the sixer sports the crank and rods
fram 85 25801 AMC and stock 4.0
pistons to wield 4.5 liters and
about 9,751 compression. The
cam i a Crower Baja Beast with
0.448 lift and 208 duration at
0.050. Up wop the stock 4.0L head
was port-matched. Injection
duties are handled by a 91
Chrysler ECU cortrolling 24-pound
Ford blue-top injectars mounted in
a'99 4,00 intake, Exhaust flows
through a stock stainkess triy-
style header from a"95 Grand
Cherokee.

Power: The <ix puts out a robust
2895 hp at 5,200 rpm and 330 |b-ft
of tongue at 3,200 rpm.
Transmission: Harrel's transmis-
Si0n expertise came in handy for
swappingin a GM A00-R4d using a
custom adapter plate and con-
verter pilot sleeve with spacers, all
fabricated by Dan Swain at Hum-
ble Equipment. Since the AD0-R4
and the original 304 trans are the
same length, the original drive
shaft was reused

Rearend: The stock Facer rear still
Ives despite the extra power, and
it5 3.08 cops provide easy free-
way cruising and killer mileape,

CHASSIS

Suspension: Getting the right
stance on a Pacer has a surpris
ngly simple recipe; pust cut one
coil out of the stock front springs
and call it a day, Other than that

and some Gabrigd shacks, the sus-

pension is stock.

Bralkes: The original manual front-

disc/rear-drum layout was found
10 be satisfactony during the
2,600 miles on Power Tour®, 5o
stock it stays,

Wheels: Since the Purple Facer
kooks like it could have comein a
little plastic package its only fit-
ting that it runs 17x-8-inch Hot
Wheels-branded wheels by KMC
Tires: Kumbho 215/45R17s fit
nicely up front and 245/45R17
plant the rear.

> The MoPacer is a father
daughter project that will no
doubt be a lifelong memaony. The
shirts were printed up justin
time 1o be their official gear on
Power Tour®. They're a great way
to start a conversation, too.

STYLE

Body: The egg-shaped body is as
AML birthed it with onky rust repair
in the flpors, quarters, and upper
fender support needed, plus hours
with a sanding binck 1o get the
curves smonth, Delaney Auto
Diesign in Shreveport, Louisiana, is
responsible for petting everything
better than original

Paint: The MoPacer’s purple is
Plurn Crazy supplied by Sherwin
Williams and sprayed by Robert
Stackowitz at Delaney Auto

Design. The stripe was designed
by Anna Beth to mimic ane she
spotted on a 73 Road Runner.

Interior: Ruston Uphaolsteny re-
covered the stock seats in white
Litraleather and installed a mod
ern foam-backed headliner. The
steenng wheel looks like AMC
installed it, but it's actually a Grant
peece, The shark fin on the dashis
the antenna for the XM radio
receiver that's connected to a Pio-
neer head unit and amp. Hidden
Froton and Rockford Fosgate
speakers provide the thump. The
rest of the showroom:-new interior
i5 the result of having a good
stockpile of N.O5. Facer parts and
a few pood parts cars on hand.

> [ther than hosing off the mold,
this is how Harrel and Anna Beth
found the Pacer. Despite the
neglect, a new battery and starter
shook off 18 years of stagnation
and brought it back to life. > Of
course the brakes are one of the
must-do items on any car that's
been sitting in a moist climate for
years, Anna Beth rebuilt the sys-
tem to stock spec before the Tour,






